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This report concerns unidentified flying objects picked up by the GCA Unit

at Haneda AFB, Japan, and later ccntacted by GCI at Shirol AFB, Japan. Personnel

making the observations evaluate the contacts as baing most probably birds.
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(CLASS!FICATIUN)
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Apency) RE'UKT NO.
ATIL Office, D/I FEAF | IR-LO-52 e - T
l., The following letter concerning radar contact with unidentifisd objects was

received from the 1503rd Alr Transport Wing (MATS), APO 226:

SOURCE: M/Sgt. Joseph ¥, Wehling AF 3731533 1956~1 AACS Detachment,
NCOIC, GCA team, Tokyo International Alrport (Haneda AB).

SUMMARY: At 20:15 LST, 2 Ssptember 1952 source observed an unidentified
tarpat on the PPI scope of the GCA unit., When first obs:rved the target was 9 mlles
north of the gleld traveling at an estimated speed of LU to 60 miles per hour on &
heading of 90", at an altitude of 3000 feet or less (PPI scope does not give eleva-
tions). During the next hour the number of targets observed varizd batween one and

three. The original target remained on the scope for 15 minutes while others were
visable for a full hour.

The targets did not maintain formation.

Egets mavec‘ in various directions but remained in the NE quadrant from
the field (0O to 90

The range of the targets varied from 16 miles to 1/} mile from the field.,

'l'here was no aircraft traffic renorted in the local area at the time of
the sighting.

Source was unable to locate the targets by visual means,

The targets produced a clearly visable echo, on tha PPI scope about the size
of that caused by a C-12); aircraft.

The weather at the time of the sighting was: Eatimated 10,000 broken
clouds, visibility 7 milas, vind from NW at 6 mph, temperature 80 d3‘1 point 73°,

Source statad that he was in telenhon2 contact with the ACAN unit at .
Shiroi AB (35 LON 140 O1E) at the time the targets were picked up and that the radar .
observers at that base also picked up the targets in the same area, It was the opinic
of the source that the targets observed were birds. H2 could not however, account for
the large echo producsd by the objects. | L

(Reporting Officer's Comment) From a standpoint of pure speculation con=
sideration might be given to the possibility that mlgratory blrds which have arrived /
from an area where radioactive material or clouds are present would produce a radar
echo greater than that 'normally axpected. {

". ’F’
This report. ﬂaa not forwarded by electrical means due to the low evaluat.ion
of the sightings and tho delay in receipt of ths report.

) - ,'.'
COMMENT BY PREPARING OFFICER: | ' - ..;-“‘ ¥ e
| i
l, Shiroi’ GCI ia located approximately 22 miles Northeast of Haneda AFﬁ. The '

objects in the Northeast quadrant from Haneda, would also be at close range to Shirof,t
in the Southwast quadrant of that station.

[

2. The wg" band radar used for GCA Search and for CCI is not, believed to be | ' \
normally capable .of picking up birds with sufficient return to be noticeadbles homvxr 'x.‘ |

i — |

i1t should be notdd that for this period of the year (Md-August tc October), the
Japanese Iﬂ.nlutry of Agri.cult.ure and Forestry states that there are large numbers of'\
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migratory birds in the Tokyo arza. These birds, mostly SNIPE and PLOVER, srow to
great slze, &nd are often larpar than =aples, They fly towards ths Scuth in groups

of from 20 to L(O, Their flights penerally take place from sunsat to midnight and

their altitude varies “rom 1000 to 10000 feot.

is usually 600C to 10000 feat, while the altitude when circling in local areas is

generally much lc var,
near the land at night,

\
o+ This ccrntact was in aporoximately tho same position as the contact
22, and reportac on FEAF IR=35-52, datad 12 Aug 52,

SR Sk

Captain, USAF
(ATLO)

Ir addi-icn, local owls and hawsks often circle in the areas

on 5 Aug

-

On long distance flizhts the altitude




Tokyo Intermational Alrport, Japan

dq, Pacifiae Uivialon, UATS, Hickam AF3,T.h.

15 Zepteaber 1952 9 Sanbenver 1552 Fel

Joan Z, khode, ilajor, UCAF

indigated ia repcrt
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Thia 19 a FIXOSAPT, rocelved this hoadquarters, firom 1501at% Ale Transport |
Group, Travis Alr Foree Zase, California, vn 12 Saplembar 17952, 2ata of inlormation,
9 Sontember 1952. 0 distiribution Iy Uhias h=adquarters other Loan to 1ATS agenecies,

APPEOVEDs  INGHMAL G, TACK
1% Colonal, LAY
Calol, i(ntelligence Division
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astar Cergeant Joseph H, ‘Vehling AF 37344833 1956-1 AACS Datachment,
KOVIG, GCA Team, Tokyo International Airport (ilaneda As)

1. At 20315 LST, 2 September 1952, source cbservad an unldentilied target on
tha 77L scope of the GCA unit, “hen {irst cbaserved the {arget waa 9 miles rorth
off tus field traveling a% an ostimatod e“eod of 40 to ©0 mileas per Lour on a haading
of 900 at an altitude ¢f 3000 feat or less {221 scope dees pat give elavatlions),
During the next hour the number ol tarzests observed varled Ls twaen one and thres,
Tas orlisinal targeb remained cn e scopa for 15 mlrutes while others wers viaslbls
for a {ull hour,

&. 108 targets did not malutaln Iformatiomn,

be Tarzate mo'nd in various direc ions but ramained in ths LIE juadract
froam tha fleld (3° to %0°),

e, The rangs of the targets varied from 16 amiles to 1/4 nils iroa the
fl’aldo

d. 1here was no alreralt traifis regorted in (he logal area al the Line

of tna Bightlnz.

O, Source was unable to locabe the targets by visual uaans,

£, 7The targste produced a cléarly vialble echo on tha P21 scope alout
tha slue of that caused by a C-124 alroralt,

ge 7Tho waather ai the tiae ol the sighiting wass I’ati.nagad 10,000 hroxen
clouds, vialbility 7 miles, wind fxoa ¥ at & oph, temperature 307, dew polnt 73°.

2. Souree stated trat Lo was ia telopnons contast with tha AC2N unit at
Shirol AB (33 494 140 O01Z) at the tize ths targets were plcoked up and that the
radar cbservers at that base also picued up the targsts in the pame arsa, It was
the cpinion of the cource that tha tarzets observed wers birds, iis could not,

honnr, account for the large echo produood Dy the objects,

-

COAENT OF PRED: ¥rea a standpoint of pure speculation, considera-
tioa migas La glven to the pouj.buity that migratory birds which havs arrived froa
an orea where radioactive material or slouds are present would produce a radar #cho
greatar than that normally expectled,

MIAD
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Tiuis repgort was not forwacrded by elastrical neans dua to the icw evaluation of
the sigatings and the delay in recelpt of the raport,

bajor, USLAS
Intelligence Officer
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