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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Howanro L. Bevis, President

COLUMBUS 10

EMERSON McMILLIN ORSERVATORY

' 8 July 1953

Lt. Robert Olsson
ATIC - VWright-ratterson AFB

Dear Lt. Olsson,

Iloww that Jemnie has her preliminary clearence, she can help me
handle the reports and can type the letters to you and o your successor.

This till improve the quality of the typing (1) I am sure. I cannot

guarantee spelling. (lieither can 1.)

WWith respect to the two viires you sent us on June 23, there is
only one thing to say: The 21 June repperrell Li¥B case must be tossed

out because of grossly insuilicient

wires viithout accomplishing anything

datz. D0 vou think there is a
climmer of anything interesting there wrhich would justify sending a
Form A7 It sezms to me that reportis of this kind just clutter up the

The San Antonio 16 June is clearly a meteorological phenomeon

and one that would warm the heart of lenzel.

This was uncoubtedly as

suggested, namely the light of the setting sun on a high cloud.

Referring to the follow-up statemznt on the 10 June Detroit

cese, both Jennie and I still think this was a landing lizht and agree

it couldé not have bezn a meteor.

Business is a little slowr.

cooperation fromithe air contrecl tow

Jen 1s goingZ ancad vwith requesting

or operatorse. Her usefulness has
increased in view of her temporary clearance anéd I hope that her full
clearznce will not be too long in cominge.

I hope we can see you soon and wish you a bon voyege into Lawr

School .

Sincerely,

Allen Hynek

/

/ (
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SPACEZ ABOVE FOR conmumcn:onsu:awr R ONLY

FROM: (Originacor) DATE-TIME GROU? SICURITY CLAS3IFICATION

\'3 ' 1021830 Z JULY 53 | UNCLASSIFIED
\*

PRECEDENGE | ACTION | vFoR AT

COMDE R = S —
10: COMDR OIMSTED AF BASE MIDDLETOWN PENN ' [ ] moox messace l IX| oatGinat messace
T et e | cavatorrecauTION
\J ED /_ ™. [ ] muLmieLe ApoRess D ves ) #o
s REFERS TO MESSAGE:
IDENTIFICATION CLASSIFICATION
INFO:

FROM: AFOIN=ATIAE=T7=3<E FOR Olmsted Flt Sv Cen (MATS)

ATIC has received a report of an wnidentified aerial object from the Detroit, lMich- |

izan area taking place at 2310 EST 10 June 1953. Object was a white light seen on

a 360° course. Checks have been made for local balloon flights and commercial air-

line flights as a cause of sighting with negative results. Request you inform

Project Blue Book of any military flights at the time and in the arza of the

sightinge.
In reply cite Project Blue Book..

COCRDINATION:

ATTAE=S /.

o~ DATE & #'x / Z.r . ;
vi1S30Nn
ATIAE:' /( A7 DATE 2 éhﬁ Sﬂé

DATE 3 I%' 353

SECURITY CLAS3IFICATION
DATE PAGE OF PAGES
| __UNCLASSIFIED i NS
DRAFTER'S NAME (and signature, when required) RELEASING OFFICLR'S SIGNATLRE
s I
!
Lt R 01lsson/ jos = A , 7 ‘ ___a__’éé._/‘}ff
SYMBOL TELEPHONE OFF ICIAL |
ATIAE=S 65365 (“.r_i . BROWN, Major, USAF ;
|
D FORM 1 7 3 REPLACES NME FORM 172, 1 MAY &, 19=0%023-3 X U. 9. GIVIENNZNT PRINIING OFPICE .
D 1 OCT 49 WHICH MAY BE USED.
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

""-ﬁ.ﬂ""’l

'T.‘!DBR.PT
AREA o : 779 ajill
chro:lt, Michigan Detroit, liichigan
DATE OF REFC DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION
15 J\m. 1953 11 June 1953
____ S
"led. ‘%ohorb L. Natthews, 3423A AFROTC Cadet “obert alvey

Control number, direct report, etc., as applicable
in final one-senience paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. text of report on AF Form 112- "art 1.

AFL, 200
w'm“ w: di';m; m quoted for your information "iUX Detroit, iiich 11
19 53. OV M.r University Maxwell AFB Alabama., FLIOSRPT one round brilliant 3

object with no discermable features and no AUDIZELE sound reported seen traveling in
downward are from a westerly position then leveling off and disappearing northward
over lHorizon, AFROTC Cadet “obert Halvey, Det 395, 7ayne University, Detroit !ichizar
reported ll June that he saw this object at approximately 2310 Zastern 10 June from a
position on the zround, Cbject visible for approximately one minute, Approximate
coordinates of sighting position 83 degrees 17 minutes west and 42 degrees 26 minutes
north., Specifically the intersection of Lahser Road and Grand liver Blvd Detroit,
i1ich. T'eather clear visibility 10 plus. '/inds aloft appro:d.mately 300 degmrees at 4O
XT3 npu'tad Traffic one commerical DC-6 from Chicago to ’illaw %un Alrport.
Matthews Det 395 AFROTC Detroit, ilichigan®, T

| & T- :.. j ‘ J ." “i

‘DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR CC 3 ¥ YTl 3L 176 -

Wattmm A73, Ohio
Commandant., Headquarters Alyr Force rmc, L35 Bell Street
Hontgomery, Alabama

NOTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. S0 U. S.C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS oounm IN MY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRONIBITED BY LAW,

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, wml)‘ mmwmnmuocmommuor/
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AF FORM 112—PART NI

APPROVED | JUNE 194

FROM (Agency)

T (CLASSIFICATION) |

AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

REPORT NO.

w2le 39), “q_ﬂn AFROTC

Jarne Unive :etrott, Jiche. PAGE OF PAGES
information Copy i2 Juna 1952
& 2 \

wUdvuuls FLISBAST

13 Lirzclor ol intelligzence

deadquartors UL\
«asninzton 25, Ueoo

1 wouel vitAdiNslo g

le In conmpllance with Lha provisioas of AFL 200=> datlsa <7 April 1992
the following renort is subaitted a3 a rasult of information rsportes to

this headjuartars by 0

~9

L:TS LAl =t iobert e f'blVﬁy of ":."’113 Unite

2e uwnd8t Alvay reported seoinz one largd bri_ntl obiect, white or

1808 yellow, round in shape and 1’1:‘.‘..‘;9:‘ t''an 8 star, =move [rom o ‘”1';- rMod o

-

2aterly pouition in 2 alling acs toward toe north, Lhen loysl olf an -
proczed et hizh spaed in Ghraloat lins norca, cisappaaring ovsr Lo :*or-/n"u" (7
; i:odf'**rémbb1e'1 thou:-h bri: ht,cast no beam nor left any trail or o:naust.
¢ ) ~0 sound wns heard to indicate metnod of propulsion. The cadet ums unable |
¥ | to reliablly estinate speed or cistance of the object since he Jid not \Q& .
xnow thie slze tisreols (9 indicatad that the oLjsct agpearad to fall free f
for a short time then lev:l off and increase speed in lzavel l'li_nt.
be The time of sihting was approximatsly 2210 -estern -tandard
Time on 10 June 1757 and tI2 estinated tiae in view was one 2iauto. o 0 gtad,
ce This vas a visual observation with no optical or 2lactronic
" P o
equipaent availabloe - 240 =3
Jif
de Tne location ol the obssrver was approximately 23 csir 'e_s il T
ainutes west and %2 dezress 25 minutes northe. Jpacificallj, tae cadsi - ;ﬁ;;,
wad on the northwest cornar of the 1ntaraec tion of leclord avenue ond 7__‘_,_,,.,
Sraad River 3lvd. in Tetroit, Michizane Tha objected vas si ntad at a poai— ppifl 2 €

tion Lo the wast of tne observer and éiaapgptred nortoward. .iutance andfﬂ .
altitude could not be estimated. _ [t &2

8. OCadet Iobert L. Alvey is an AFACTS Cadal ia nis third yzar
of training. Heo is physically zualif'lsd for anc has plaansd for several
72ars te enter pilot trainingz. ilis interest in Il;ing.:akes 1ia oboervant
of' nll visible (lying aircralt. It is belizved that this is 2 report of
something he 2uld not relate to nis past observaltions, =xpariznce or his

nowl edgo ®

o The weaiherat the time of si._hting wasd clear, visidility waes

generally 1C =iles or better and wind. anlof't were from approxizately 7C
Jo resa varyin: with altitude Letwesn 1C and 62 inots.

e The only known traftic durin: the time of the ol . itin: vas

-

one commercial Ui=0 enroute ivom Chicezo to “illow Jun Adrport in Letroit.

———————-y w—

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 50 U. S. C.—

31 AND 32, AS AMENDED.

ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROKIBITED BY LAY

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTr™

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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o AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

Tu--‘- e et st
CLESAWT
AREA REPORTED ON aicile
omtroit 5 llchigan vayme Unlve Uetrolt
"OATE OF REPOR
| 12 June 1957
"REPARED BY (OM
sate John G lardting, Jre Apbe £rom AYICTE Jad-l 9%arl 8. Alvy
'PERENCES (Conirol nn , Sirective, ee., as icadle

SUMMARY: (Enter concles summary of report, Give significance in final ons-sentence paragraph. List inclosures al lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 118—FPart 11.)

2 wn 1l June 1723 Cadel Jlobsrt =. alvey reported to Lie undersinad
that he had cbaerved,on 10 June 17.% nt 2710 5T, a bri ht cblveb which he

could not id#ntify moving at a {airly bi_h rate ol spesdes he oLlaet [iratb
aos3aeed %0 be falling Lhen it loveled off and cisappearaed ovar Loe Lorizone

12 sounc »a® neard thou.n tha night was cloar ange Loars vas 118112 nolue
~roa hie inasiiate area.

Te Tha undoersisned 1o not qualifiad to Judge the sl nllicsnco ol thils

repott.
iajor UL AR
Lsate &J.\:JT ®
1 INCLS.

Statosent of Cadst Alvay (yuad)

BY GRIGINATOR * '
; cys forvarded throu i channels to Tir. of Intell., ligm Ul As
inf’d ¢y to Chief, ATIC, wWeihte:attersoa A3

NOTE: TH!S DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE MNATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT .50U.S.C.—-
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRONIBITED BY LAW.

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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I had juss lott the 2edford Theater and uae ‘cut§ing across

& parking 108 at the northwsst corner ol CGrand “ver and Redford

Avenue. I was admiring how Cclear the sky was and how well the . stars

shone vwhen I spotted thia object. AL first X thought 14 was a

mebsor, Lub 18 dida't take me long to realize that 1% wasn't, meteors

Juat don't ach like this object dide VWhen I firet zighted the odjecs,

1t was northwest of me. IV &ppearsd %o e about five times the size

of a large star and just as drights The 1light was white or 1ight

vollow and of coanstant intensity. 1I% 4did not flicker like stars do.

The time was within a few ninutes of 2310 hours.

The object nlso fell to0 slow to Lo a neteor. I would
Judge the speed to be somewhere undar 1000 m.p.hs The object was
Ccloar and diatinct #nd round or cliptical in shape. 1% seamad to
fall free a% firss, dbul than it changsed courss, levelad oud and
headed dus north. I would Judzge that I waliched for alnost a minute
before 1t disappsared over $he horizon. The sky was perfectly clear
and the alr cool, sound would have travelled zood, but thers was
none except the few cars on Crand Xlver a block away.

ROJZV E. ALVEY
Cadat APROTC




THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Howanro L. Bevis, President
COLUMBUS 10

EMERSON MeMILLIN OBSERVATORY Sy

25 June 1953

lst Lte. tobert Olsson
ATIC - Wright-Patterson AFB

Dear Lt. Olsson;

Of the last batch of L items sent on June 15, the only one about vhich
there is any question is the 12 June Covington, Ceorgia. It is essential to
know here the duration of sichtinge A Lot depends on this. Can you get +iis
for us?

Regarding the Detroit il June case is there anything in this that a good
landinz 1light would not explain? Likeéwise Googse AFZ L1 June it would appear
that sixce cecond radar did not pick up the signal, the most probable explai.nation
is faulty radar. 1 assume that the GCI had radar available.

And vre still have Venus with us. The 9 June Oregon case is clearly and
uneguivocally Venuse.

Jennie has called to my attention the fact that I asked some follow=up
questions which by now you may have obtained the answers.
Anything new on:
5 karch Shaw AFB
3 liarch Luke AFB e Film?
17 Febe Port Austin
25 kiarch San Antonio .
12 April Stead ATB

I am amxiously awaiting Jennie's clearance so we can get organized in a 7‘ :
more business-like manner. I know you can't do anything about this but jus®

mentioning it anywaye. I hope it comes through before your successor is appointed.




'10 June 1953 Detroit, Michigan

Description

At 2310 EST on 10 June 1953 an AFROTC cadet at Wayne University ob-
served one large bright object that was white or light yellow in color,
round in shape and larger than a star. This object moved from a high
westerly position in a falling arc toward the north and then leveled off
and proceeded at a high rate of speed to the north in a straight line,
This object made these maneuvers in a period of 60 seconds and disap-
peared over the northern horizon. The obJject, though bright, cast no
beam nor left any trail or exhaust, No sound was noticed.

Discussion

Movements of this obJject and length of observation eliminate the
possibility that it was of astronomical origin. Checks with airports
in the vicinity revealed that there was one aircraft in the area. This
was a DC-4 enroute to Chicago on a heading of 270 deg and was probably
not in the area. A check was made with the weather bureau to determine
vhether or not they had a bvalloon in the area, A balloon was released
at 03007 c but it could not have caused the sighting since :lt burst

before 0L10Z (tino of o:lghting)
Conclusion ) "
Unsolved 2

T53-11156




