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1 B The first of the ZnTings seems Lo indicate The pPOsSsSiVl1lity OX

one or more halloons since tae targﬁts ware more Or less stationary except for

altitude changes. The radar could have broxan lcck on a vpalloon at relatively low
altitude and <then locked on another at higher altitude which would have given the
impression that a rapid ascent of the target had occurred. ETorts to sigat the
target visually iTailed whica would indicate either a small target such as a
palloon or possibly a false target. The false target explanation is considered a
very small possibility since a second radar reportedly locked on the same target.

2 The second of these reported siznotings seems TO indicate a false target
because of the erratic nature of the signal return and efforts to sight the target
visually failed during daylight hours. False radaxr targets occur occasicnally,
due mainly to atmospheric and we=ather phencmen#®, but scmetiznes due to spuricus
siznals Irom various. sources of interference.
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On 11 March 1958, at 0500 Zebra, Pan American AirIinesTLTight 509,
, made a radar contact at a position apmroxlma ely 1200 N 03030 .Ww;

, Ccaptailn “ aircraft commander, reported that the return was first

10ticed at - a range of 120 miles dlroctly on track. Size was about.three

: ~ times the return produced by a frelgnter and oblong in shape. The “1tc
i ' oi closure was very fast for about 50 miles. When the range was 75

: | miles, the rate of closure became normal. At fifty miles range, the .

i ' return was exactly the same as a strong cumulus cloud and had a definite

3 cell., At twenty mile range, the return dissipated, and although. the
b . visibilityiwas excellent, nothing was sighted. The aircraft was a
3 { DCoB with RCA radar. Flight altitude was 17,500 feet.
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1. Data is too l:l.mlted to make an analysis. Jt appears, however, that

azmmalous provagation is & strong possibility since the cobserver indicated that

return was exactly the same as a strong cumulous cloud (returan) at orne point.

The

i face that the target ("three times the size of a freighter”) was not visible at

-

1 20 miles with excellent visibility conditions seems to preclude the target as
; material.
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