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5n 17 August 1953 an uaidentifled flying object was sizhted over Sonth=lentral

orance (aprx L7158/04308), by two pilots of the 55th Fishtar Domber Squadron,
20th Figzater Somber wing, =n eoate 0 the UK from Lome, ltalj.

srenns interviewed who observed the object wers:

Captaln Walter (0. “entar, a0 732183
15t Lt. Thomas 4. Cairney, AO 1709691

Tnth ohwervers are onns llaerea rsliablc, e:cperienceu OiloLs.

"o other alr tralllc was «£20WD ta ba 1 the same aneral area at tae Lane ol
the sigznhbting.

Yo unusual Weather .omiiLions prevallad abl uie time ~i{ Lae sl /Mting.
(nspection of flight harts of the location discloses several “roniblited areas

tn the visinity of the siunting., It i3 considered 1ikely that experimentation
taking place in those arwes ..y ~ave naen nbserved hy the two vilohs.
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on 17 August 1953, we, Cactaia Walter 3. Center, AO 732153, and l=% Li.
Thomas l. Cairney, AQ 19096¥1, USAF, members ol ina G5th Fichter omber 3quadron,
daparted Clamdino Alrfield, e, italy at L7172 wita a #light of two FSud airerafl?

an a rAusine navizational proficianey Tiisht 10 wetnsrafisld FAF Station, ingland.

Abans 12702 over the aggmmzinate position of W75/ 0305 (SontheCentral France},
crnigine altitade 36,5C0 i=2at, maznetie heading 320 degraes, Ve Iyngarved an nldene

+31f48d narial orjeet nine o':lock higzh to our JLoZ0% path, in 2 LonLawWestarly
Aipgetion. & position of The sun at tais Sirce was approximavaly 20 O 0 deayrees

Ave the Lorisnne

iith slev conditions in lnis area clear and vigibility unlimitad, the initial
sizhting wnaa very distiacr.. e nsbjset appeared Yo be nrilliant, snining wni%s ia
cColor, IHui Or spherical ' «:1a.e, Wilh 00 sim of smoka, coatrall, ate. L Loe
light apowarsd to ordginatea (1M within the objecti.

“acansge »f the unusuass e arance amxd altitude of this obiaet, us altarsa sur
flight cath for a closer '+ this time we increased our mower setting to 1LoC#
waximum indicated air speed . .32 mach) on an approx-
. 11x minutes later we passed under the object at
h0,000 faet. Considering mmr apeed and the time consumed, tozether with *the apparent
lack of horizontal motion if Lae 00ject, we saleulatad i% to have beea abvout 50 miles
distant at the imdtial siznh=iiw,. 3y the rate of norizontal closure we astimated the
sbject to b abt an approxiss e ltitude of 55,000 to °0,000 faet, and 75 to 100 raet

in dissester.

We mace thyee 360 degr~+» :ircles under the objeet, climbing out %o 13,000 feet.
These was very little appa:«n® Jleerease in the dlstance of sur sevaration, and littls
or ne movement of the object. “rTom all points of ohservation thers was "o change
inai >assage under the object at !i5,7530 [eet, the glowing
‘han a magnesium flare or arc velding liznt in intemsity,
of acual sise and brilliance,
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