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INTELLIGENCE (T7-2)

. 19 XA -

NGINEERING (7-3)

C‘ o.

LY (V-4)

WE-1-8 NOV 45 S00M

Dear Sire

Reference is made to your letter of L August 1950
concerning an object which you could not identify.

From the information presented in your letter, it is
apparent that the object in question is a pilot balloon
target vhich is carried aloft by a free rising balloon so
that it can be tracked by electronic means {or the purpose
of determining wind speed and direction. This particular
balloon target is expendible and unclassified and may be

disposed of in any manner which you see fit.

Your forwarding the information in question to this
headquarters is appreciated.

Yoars truly,

BRYAN L. DAVIS
Colonel, USAF
Air Adjutant General

CENTRAL FILE COPY
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'« T INFORMATION REPORT D NO. ((/
'COUNTRY At Bea - North aiaiert/ Vool IED % DATE DISTR. g n. 2950
SUBJECT  Unidentified Airborne Object NO. OF PAGES 2 ;

NO. OF ENCLS.
(LISTED BELOW)

ACQUIRED - - - s og -

L 50\ SUPPLEMENT TO

REPORT NO.

. DATE
| RCQUIRED BY SOURCE

DATE OF INFORMATION b Aug 50
SRADING OF € 3Y OFFICE OF ORIGIN OURCE'S OPINION OF CONTENT

SRt [Fie [ [ [Ry | e [ [ o [ B

7RIS DOCUBENT CONTAINGS INFORBATION APFECTIAC ThE RATIONAL DEFENYE

0.0 €. 01400 51, A8 ABCRDED, TS TRANSEISSI0R 08 ThE SEVELATION THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

ﬂ I CORTENTS IR ARY BARNER 10 AR UNAUTHORIZED PRASON 19 PRO-

SOURCE . officers of M-V WCAM",‘E'V;;:;; the Savannah Steamship Company, Jacksonville,

Florida, who reported the following observations at 10:00 am EDT on 4 Aug 50 at
o 39° 35' North, T2° 2L}' West.
_‘: Master, aged 33, citizen of Demnr_k] o~

1. On & Aug 50 at 10 am my chif, vhile on a heading of 245° true, with a smooth sea and
clear wveather, visidility 14 miles, barometer reading 30.03, was underway from Walton,
Nova Scotia, to an East Coast US port. I was in the chart room just aft the bridge
vhen Third Mate, wvho was at mid-bridge checking the compass, shouted that there wvas a

flying object off the starboard bow. I immediately ascended the conning tower and by

this time the object was on our starboard beam. It wvas traveling on a reciprocal
course to ours about 50 or 100 feet above the water at an estinmated speed of over

25 mph. From the conning tower I observed it with my binoculars for a period of

approximately a minute and a half when it disappeared into the horizon in a north-

easterly direction. I would estimate that the closcst it approached my ship was one
thousand feet and it wvas an ovular, cylindrical shaped obJject the like of which 1 have ;

npever seen before. The object was quite small and I would Jjudge that its diameter 3

wvas approximately 10 feet. It had depth but to what extent I was unable to observe. }

The object made no noise and as it passcd abeam our ship, it appcared to pick up :

considerable speed., It was not flying smoothly but imprcssed me as having a churning l

\
3
:
f
:
}
\
3
:

FaPE saE e T AW

or & rotary motion. I had a shiny aluminum color and sparkled in the sunlight.

m Chief Mate, aged 47, citizen of the lothorhndg?

2. I was on the main deck, port side, Jjust forward of the bridge when the Third Mate
shouted there was an object on our starboard bow. I looked off to the starboard and
sav an obJject of elliptic shape looking like half an egg cut lengthwise traveling at

a great rate of speed on a course reciprocal to our own. I irmediately ran to the ..:
stern, port side, and with my glasscs was able to observe the object disappearing into !
the horizon. From the time I was first alerted to its presence until it disappeared |
from sight, 15 seconds elapsed. I believe that it wvas traveling at a tremendous rate
of speed, possibly faster than 500 mph. During the time I saw it{,it was approximately
70 feet off the water and I judge it was approximately 10 miles away. I clearly saw

its shadow on the water. I last observed it off the starboard quarter and it seemed
to be increasing its speed and ascending. It had an elliptic shape and I could clear-:
ly see that it had three dimensions. It wobbled in the air, made no noise, and was §
a metallic wvhite in color. The length was approximately six times the breadth and its
belly had a depth of possibly 5°.

DOWNGRANED AT 3 YEAR IX TERVAIS;

g (10 AFTER 12 X
DECLASSIL L DIR 5200.10

ONCLAssIFT2D

CLASSIFICATIO
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|
|
|

am on U as I vas checking the corpass at nid-bridge through a bridge
ol nm ? flying object off the starboard bdow. I irmmediately shouted
the chart room and the Chief Mite who wvas below on the
port deck, of my observation and went out orn the flying bridge nyself. The object

ly T0' above the horizon at a distance of 12 miles. It came toward

us then ran on a course reciprocal to ours and turncd off into the horizon in the
northeast. I clearly saw its shadow on the water. Iy impression of the object was
that it wvas elliptical, not unlike a Japanese diamond box kite in shape. I
have no idea of its size but the length was about six times the breadth and it had
a depth of from two to five feet. It made no noise and was traveling at a tremendous
rate of speed. As it traveled through the aip it made a spinning or wobbly motion.
After it disappeared in the horizon, I saw it rcappear several secconds later, as-
cending at an even faster speed then when I {irst observed it. I have no idea vwhat
this object was, I never saw anything corparable tc it before, and it was one of the
most frightening experiences I have ever had. I rouchly estimate that thc object
traveled 2\8 niles during the 15 seconds I had it under observation.

% '67::.“ r:-"i

w% Notei The Chief and Third Mates vere imterviewed on 8 August by two
igence Officers. The Capuininwho vas absent at that time, wvas interviewed

on 9 August by only one of the two Intelligence Officers. In describing the
occurrence, the Chief and Third Mates reemacted their behaviour at the time of
sighting, and the period from the time the Chief Mate saw the object abeam until he
reached the after deck and saw it disappear off the starboard quarter was timed at
15 seconds. In laying the angles of observation out on a chart and assuming the

object vas ten miles distant and taking the time into account, it is evident it was
certainly traveling at a very high rate of speed, which approximated 400 to 500 miles
per hour, It will be noted that there is a tremendous discrepancy between the
Captain's estimate of the speed and the estimate of the two officers which could not
be explained as they were very careful in making their statements and asserted that
their observations had been correct. All three men were quite evidently very much

upset by the sighting. Aside from the discrepancies, it was quite evident to the

Intelligence Cfficers who interviewed these men that they had certainly seen some
usual object which they could not identify but wvas Jjust ag certainly not any

m . — .. |
gmﬁonmo of aircraft, M-V "MARCALA" is a converted i
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HEADQU. MURTH ATOMY ol

Office of tho /C of S, G=2
Fort Sam Houston, Toxes

000,9 AKADB=I 17 August 1950

SUBJECT: Unidontifiod Acrial Phororiona .

Connunding Goneral
Air HMoeteriel Comend

Wright Pattorson ..ir Forco Baso
Deyton, Ohio

ATTENTIONs MCI

- The following rc,port(s) ro unidontifiocd acricl phononens obscrvod
at Pine B3uff, Arkansas, on aate end time indiecatod, forvmarded for

your ini'o:%ation:

m
OBS:IWZER DTE TILE

mWoney Air Field
Hr 4 August 1950 1030 to 1100 approx.

Pine Bluff, Ark.

| )|
FORGE ‘ 0 LI.B

Coloricl, &SC

As statled

DO\I\;NG Am;gl Fgg‘ AF} AR INTERVALS:
TER 12
DOD DIR 520010 >

T deas ')1 ' j A2 A A-AR .~
e N
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UNIDENTIFIED AERIAL QBJECT8 _
U'MSS]F‘ED Incident No. 5055

A t 50 Date of Interview 1l August 1950
2. Exact time of observation (local) shortly bafore noon; 10:40 to 1100 aonrox.

3. Place of observation: Pine Bluff, Arkansag 90 minutes = 3/ decrees
(Map Coordinates) 3 uinutes)

le Date of observation

3 07TE0 S

I

L, Position of observer (air, car, bldg, location or = give details:)
over Plant Building (Arl:, Power & Lizht Co); |

e just outside P
8 nokson was on ground at Toney Alr Field, apr oximately 1 mile Northeast ‘
|

of the Ark, Power & Light Power Plant, __
5. What attracted attention to objects I'p B iust havpened to look up and

noticed the object; he called it to the atiention ¢
Number of objects and sketch of formation or grouping: Cne (1]

called over the phons & told her to look for it. i

7. Apparent size (compare to known object, i.e.,, sun, moon, thumb or fist
at arms length): lir, ¢ | e 1 stated the "8 aADDrO%e |
, 12" in diameter; IiI% P said it appeared about 50' in diameter; iL.rs. * f
80 Color of ObjOOt3 Brigb& 5! re O aluminuum 3210 8 Wmal Y ne .

Shape (Eive graphie description - compare with knovm objeo‘b)t m
PPEfated it was round; r ol stated it was disc shaped; lirs.
! - N YL -

SIS CLALCLL CNOV LS

. ; L:' . - .‘- 1'1f; -

degrees

10, Altitude (Angle of clevation above horizon - 0° at horizon, 90° overhead): "
11, Direction from observer (Angle clockwise from north): Northeast E

Distance from observer (distonce to town, bldg, etc., over which object
eppeared te be): fg ' ," s gaild it appearsd about a mile
near Toney Air Field, F ¢e vackson said it appeared far avaye

Direction of flight of obeot < s - s llortheasty
toward Toney Air Field. &

stated northeast tar beyond loney Air rield _
Time in sight: W or 4 ninutes NS 20 seconds;
' Ufew!" seconds. | —— |

od (time to cover given angular disteanoe): @il PARTRR A pDIOX.
that of fighter pla.ne. faster than light plane. e aseer than an
Sound and odors one airplane,
rrail (color, length, width, persistonce, etc.) saw

no trail, m emitted 4 balls of smoke before 1_g)t:b:l.ng out of sight.
Luminosity (visible by reflection, incandescence, other < degroe of
O~

br 1111&3.09)3 Object was brillia refle

Projectiens (fins, wings, Ummtgr;oﬂnopieﬁ otce)s _None

llancuvers (turns, climbe Se. et Cornskotch of flight path): Object bilted
slightly to east and cof ?“’ 1 4r1§};? b

J Y ool 18 Sl




GUIDE 70 INVESTIGATION (Cont'd) IINCLASSIFIED
21,

Incidont No.

Monner of disappoaranco: Object continued in no

out of sight.
22 Effoot on clouds: Wone

arly

LU,

N S - R e S e

23« Additional information concorning objoot: None

2li. Vioathor conditions and light at timo of sighting: (Clear sky, no clouds

See attac shee

25 Name and address of observer:

Occupation and hobbies:

Comments of interrogator rolative to intelligence and charactor of
obsorvor (chock necighbors, police dept, FBI rocords, umploycr, ctc. )

Did observer woar glassos, cspocially polarcid glasses at timc of sighte-

. ing, or was objoet viowed through canopy, window, or other transparcnt
matorial?

lix, ? Supt,, Power Plant, Arkansas Power & Light Co,, Pine
Bluff, Ar 8, stated that all of the above men, employees under his

supervision, are of high character and believed to be horest. lir. <4

stated further that these men are not in the habit of dreaming up stories,
and are sincere and reliable,

Mr, llet Galligher, Police Chief, stated, without reference to records, that
none of the above persons have a police record in this community.

Investigation in the Pine Bluff, Arkansas, area revealed the above persons
to be honest, loyal and trustworthy. All of the above persons are young,

and not fully matured, however, it is believed that they are telling the
truth concerning the above,

5

e
NCLASSIFIE,
/7 e A g 25
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TUNCLASSIFIED

25, (Cont'd)
MoexRul T

Res: W Pine Rluff, Ark,
Age: 3 oyment: Gencral Helper, Arkansas Power & Light Co,

Vision: . 20/20
Notes Mr stated that he did wear glasses while in the Amy,
t his vision has improved and he no longer needs uiem,

~ bu
msm Pine Bluff, Ark. |
Age: 29 Enployment: Arkansas Power & Light Co,, Oiler

Vision: 20

Note: Iir, was a crew member of a l155mm Artillery weapon during
the war, Le was discharged as a Tec. 5.

“ro \ |
mhm-t, Pine Bluff, Ark.

Age: 21 Enployment: General Helper, Arkansas Power & Light Co,
Vision: 20/20 |

mr.w
Res: Laurel Street, Pine Bluff, Ark,  Vision: 20/20

Age: 20 Employment: General Helper, Arkansas Power & Light Co,

s -
Toney Field, Pine Bluff, Arkansas

Ress

Ages 26 Employment: Housewife & helper at Toney Air Field (husband
is operator of this gir field)

Vision: - 20/20

Notes lirs

? is not an aviator but frequently goes up with her
husband, - |
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