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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION waAHLES SAFYL1GAR, Jr,
{ TITLE EER S IO L b e DR L ‘ I'REPORTC DR AY . - . ' b e
. PR G . 5'17* A rtlang AFR
U‘TIEOW PERIOND
! » . .':h- =
(Aerial Phenomens) L e T R
POy, KirAland AW =
STATU"'
AR s, S S T NRBORIRRIT SRS AN N R 1o . e D S LIRSS SRR
CHARACTER '
. SPECIAL Mm_m_________m__,______ R e B g e T o S
REFERENCE
None, thig is am iniiia) R A S B O A VR L T TR L DA
SYNOPSIS
i

\ Investl e flon requested by Dabrlced Comnmapder, 173 District 081,
.\ \
Q\\ N Talsohgonic revors recelved from Securl by Qfflcer al Xirtland Mr Foive
Q Base, Zirtland Pield, Hew Mexrice,K on & Decerder 1088, adviged thad on
b | “ \s Alr Jorce Pllet had observed an 'a:m.dmr‘*z L84 eDjact zimilar W 8 green
W flars on 5 Decewder 1942, at 2105 hours, west of Las Vegae, Tew Mexl oo,
( and azain &t 2127 heurs on the e2s% alove of fhe Sandias Mouniainsg near

Albuquerque, dew Mexico. A commercial pilst remeried 2 similar incidsnd
at 2135 hours west of Lax Tezms, Few Mexlice, '

f

Pilot of O-M], AR-0321, 1a idemtified o Canialn A, GOADR, AD-5HNET,

Captain Pllot of P‘ionoar Flighs Ne, 63 1g identified as Mr.. AENIST VAN
LIOYD,

Hew lNexigs 3taie Pelice, Dante Fe, New Mexico, were conlacted and had m
information to effer rof sremces unusaal aerial vhasnomens,

Mr, X, D, J1OCK, Forsst Jupervisor, Bante Ts National Forest, Santa Ve,
Hew Mexlce, steted he hie recelved ne roverts of incldents of thiz tyus
during the ecarrent year. However, in ihe sumer ¢f 1947 a Mys, MADELING
G, UISEUEARY had asde noverons reporis o him cynesrning vnususl asrisl
manifeciationsg in the aren fom Tlerre Amerills to Log Alamsg, New Mexlco,
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STNOPSIS (Centimned)

ol et MATT OV3ATIEN, Chilef of Pollice, Las Vegas, New Mexice, sisted
28 had recelved no prier reverits of unusuazl ececurrsuces of this tyve.

Fatrolxan JOLAXD UZZ, Vew Nexice Sitate Police, I2¢ Vegzs Naow Mexion,
sated he had heerd 2 Tumey concsralng derial fliere In *he ne! hhar
wed of Lan Vesms,

Yrs, JOSEPHE BARSIALL, Offiece Mpasger, lag Tegaus Fiying Senrvice,
Lag Vegre, New Mexloo, stated po night fiying conduoted fiuom Watson .

Al rpos rd, IA: Ym, ang lhe hld. heard noe roamers cencerning aerial

Mr, J. D, MILLER, Chief Alrzeyald Communl eaicy, CAA Munledpal Afruard,
Iag Toene, Hew Mexcs, stated he had heard of ns ingidsnt of thisz
ratore and, in pardicular, had received ne Iaforsstion Lrom sny i
eraft on § Desember 1948, |

P A o, ¥
SOLILIVIR, limr&:!‘.; Comnand eators, CAA, las Tegas, New Mexlos, 2l
3oahed NG Previavus rovs iy OF :m St 3&?‘8 of anusual asrial dnshgmend,
aece Indlvidesls were alerded o e »d fudtore iveldands o he
Prper invessigative agancey,

Mr, JOHE J, NE¥NAX, Mr, X, O, FRANCIS, Mz, G, T. RICH, and My, 07 W,

Mr., BI1LI2 R, WATSON, lMemeger Ploreer Alr lines, IL2s Vogase, New Hexlow,
siated he had hebrd only & rumer from one of his pilots and knew of

no manyusl indddenis resarding flares or lighie in the Las VTegzg ares,
ir, WATHROF et %ed e wuld renurt Mhutore Incidernte Yo Mr. HIILAR gf CAR,

Mr, WILLIAR BRATNAZD IZaggeyr, Jag Vegnw, levw Mexlice, sizated ne hed no
knowd adge of any incidnxts of thiszs type and will sumid any fotare
rmrtfm te My, FLOOCE in Mtt Te,

Speeiﬂ, Arentg SEAHL &nd YIRP sbeerved an inﬁmse zreen Jizht in e
sky &% appms migly 13, 500 feet al titude newy Lee Tesss, Ner Meal oo,
on 8 Decenber 10588, Agante were unelle to identify this object and
could nsd sstimate &l siance &xr sl ze, sinw ne other objest wig viagidls
on ﬁiab ts Dege the compirissn,

. g SR S

*‘{,1 “_,.1,,,1‘,&_;1, P, BAYXS, stat‘w&. he hag ovserved an uwikdsvsl Dhenorens,

bright, whide in oler, simlar %o 2 miniafture sun ssmewhat largur,

larger tham & Dagkethall, on thrse (3) different occasions in ihe

7Tiaintdy of Taushn, New Mexics, Tlrat chservetion was made 12te¢ i

1547: seesnd chservaiion on 3 or 4 Jovamber 1348; thixd obscrisiion
an 25 Hevemder 104Z,

Dy, LIGCOLE L2 PAZ, Direstor, Institute of Msleoritlcs, Unlversity of
RE }{ﬁ:xi o, StS -,aﬂ that thensmens Deinz Invssilizated conld ot bs
plained Dy hlx, nor could %hey Da consldersd O« natmm.. Dy, LA PAZ




STOPAI3 (Contdmmed)

nentioned three (3) previousz anomalus incidents, the Memuhis, Tsn-
negsee, incident of 7 May 1948; the Tsuwaz Observers’ incident of
1948, T Jannary, and the very remazisile FLliredsll® £3l)l of 1642,

T May, 3:42 a,m,, MST, soross the los Alauoe ressrvation which was
o bably metesxitie, bul frem which no matecrites have Deen gecured
in splite of cereful genrch, Dr. LINCOLN 1A PAJ perscnnlly witneoged
{the ocurrence of & sizllar incident on 12 Decernber 19118, at las
Vemw E..-, X, A ﬂatmnt w Dr, 1A PAZ 1. ln,nlond

Col. m A, GUNN, Dlo Commanding Oﬁieer Kirdland Alxr Force 3ase,
Tirtland Fleld, Nu' Hexloon, advized that h. Imw of no mAntvers being
condncted within his ared, .

Major WILLIAM P, GODSOB, h ik Aray Intellismnce Liaison, Sondis Buss,
Altvgusrgee, Jew Mexice, adviged that he uew of no nanuvsrs delng
conduotcd within this aree,

l-juﬂ'-'

;’ Hr. aosm H. TOULOUSE, UG Securily, Sandls Base, odeerved a grean
- flare dlregily over ,.,:s.ﬂdxm. Bage at 2255 hears, 6 Decsmber 13,
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AT ALSUGUIRUE, NIW MEIICO

1, This investigation predlcatsed mnon verdbal requeat Of atriod
Commandsr, 17tk Disirisd 0ffice of Svecial Invesiigptlonw (I0) USAT,
Fixiland Aly Moice e, Kiriland IMeld, New Mexioe,

o wnis iz & ,,j._ ing investligrniion of Tpecial Asonivg vOEN J.
STARL, J¥., SERMAN 3, HUKEOB, MELVIN I, NAX, and the wrlter,
I, O & Deceuber 1948, Cwmpiain JOSEPE FANLIFN, Sesuxidy 07f4cer,

Xirtland Ay Force Bage,. nrﬂmd Fleld, New Mexice, repcrited the follow
ing incidemdsy

.&t- 2130 houre, 5 Decemder 1918, a 47, Tamber AP-9021, snrounte
from lavry Alr Force Bage, lanver, Colerads, o Willlamyg Alr Force
c,fb BB-ee, andl e, Arizons rﬁnﬁrtod nis rosl «ian %0 ths Contrsl
W Tower, <irtland Al» Forco Resa, ag deing spproxisataly ten (10)
N rilee east of Altuquergue, Dilod ststed that he had seen a green
g o}e/ 71%ye arise from the zyound te an al$i Wuds of asproxinrtely Jive

hundred (500) feet on the s2at slope of the Sandis Movnisinz, This
ineldend oecurved ak about 2227 houra, Pllst ateted that he had
seen Yhe raxe {ype of flare 2% appresimtely 210% Lsurs just west
of leg Tagms, Jew Mexicos, lo other informetion wag offered Dy
this pilet,

At 2700 hpurs, 5 December 1943, thes (ontrol Towsr, Xirtland Alr
L, farse Dase, coniseted FPlonser Alyr FLight -963, which bed Jjusé com
. rleted a m@t Lyom Toonmeari, Jew Maxice, % Las Vemse, fo

- i o, Santa Fe, o Aldusnerdus, Jew Maexiecs. Cavialn of this 11izhé
: g t2ted he had seen & gresn l1znt jued wegd o7 Lag Tagcae a1 anDio-
o sdmetely O heurs, Pllat stated he had belleved the 1ighi i
A / : ’. bhe & shegoting ster 8% Firxs, dud, uwen quesiicning, slzted the

\} opinien that the 1izht was 200 near the Zround te have Yesn a
~ - sghesting star. Piles suzgested hat the lizght could have bdeen 2
\y l_. Tery Pistol flars..

/,\At 2320 heurs, 5 Decsuder 1948, Capiain TAF¥ 1LOYD, nilst of Plounscr
’ Tiight #63 revoricd dy ttla_;none s Ziriland Air Foroe Rase Con

I 121 Tower, stating that vhen he Irst aaw the 112kt 1% aopearsd

|

0 be coxing atralighi toward Zilz airvianeg and added haat he 24
attempied %0 Jerx the airplans froxm i%s courss %6 aveld ths 1izb9,
TAN YIOTD sald that She 1121 % sroeared 52 De 2oming atreizhst % |
[ we sadp, Shem rellad oIf o The Zyound, The Lizhi wasg Dalas

i zreen and 1ad a pala Zrsen “'r&i] Cavtain VAN TIOYD 2314 hs was
‘! ‘11 hegliand abon s rgooriing suea incidanite gince shey Ars zZgnarally

“l '\ ol s I 3@@ tﬂdﬁ
\'

4, On 5 Dacember 1348 IENIST TAN II0YD, Camiain and Pilos,
BERS . :.it ‘MIE, :4‘)-*_'}110 ;5, ind j‘a::&g}d;}i‘ lﬁ}w'ﬁ? :’,_f_g_’l % '::ﬁ 5 5’!“5"5, all
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clviliang, Plonser F1izht $03, wers interviewsd Dy 3/A MWALVIN B, LiZF,

als interview was condacted at Plonesr Alriine Overations, Xirdland

Alr force Bass, Xirtland Fleld, New Yaxico, VAN ILIOTD and SMITH advised
that a4 2135 heurs, 5 Decembder 1943, “hay were avproachinzg T2e Vesaa,

dme Morice, in & G- U7 type airvlane &t ax 2l ¥ %uds of 9,000 faet, with a
compass hedding of 272 degrees. They odserved dlrectly ahend Md a#llzntly
above tnsliyr eltlituds, In the vicialty of the Mentemuna Missglion, & phang=-
mans which Iirygd appenred ag & Vright wilide flagh, then an edjectd cana
1atn visw uwhich wag desorided as being a vhitedsh, orsnge cslexr, This
adjech a% first appedred %o De coming directly ftoward thelr aizplans,
then arched dewnwerd and disspoesrsd from gizghtd., Thig object wag in
visw Tor enly & feow seconds apd ne esiimate could he made of the slize or
ddatance ef 1¢ object., Boith VAN LIOYD and MMITS wers of the ovinion
that 1% would have been lxmossidle for anyone in the phssenger conpart-
nans %o have odeerved this phenomens,. Miss CONNER statad that she did
no% olgsrve hig ohject and added that 4o e hest of her Xmonywladese all
ol The DERSMIOTS ¥Yers aslea.

J0TE: It 1s to e nodsd that there iz & discrepaxnoy in the color of Cant.
VAT LIOYD's .’mi $ial rscers snd that odteined Dy intervisy,

5. On 9 Deoerdsr 1588, Colornsl WILLISM P, FATAS, Infautwy,

ivilian Comporent Affaire Ofﬁ car, Jfev Mazice Military Dialried, was
interviewed in hig office, IJullding =25, Rirtland Alr Force ’rmu,
Lirtland Fleld, New Mexice. This interview was conducied by 8/ A JOBEXN
J, STAHL, J»., S/4 MELVIY X, REEP, and the writer, Colonel BAYIS ad
vigad thas ke had first shserved an suzognal Rerial yasrgrmens during
tha latier part of 9147@, T™his sesurred in the vieinisy of Vanghn, New
Haxice, The phenomens avpeirad o De avproximsialy fourx or Iive hundred
Taat adeove e Zxvund wnen first odserved and degcanding slgwly and
sheadlly in & verdi el nszmer Wward ':ha sardh, The odject Imwoered %o
b8 slizhdly lerger “hen a Dasketdll, 2ri22% while in ior, likxe a mlnl-
ature sun, Upsn Tedching 2 neiznt spereciaately twe hundréd fest 2bovs
tha surtsec ¢ef We aarwd:, the shblent ammeared 16 &vlsde altheugh No
noise wig AppaTent, Colensl HAYES siowved 2ls masomobile 2nd o4 cul %
wate the edjest, At thisz tixe the explssion, or dlziniezzaiisn, ap~
pearsda 1o be tRring place ssme foxly % sixly yards dlgtant, and sl
o noise wen kcticed, At thlis tine the Traments agsuwed 2 Tiery red
cmlor and degeanded toward sarith liks mmeruus sparks, deing extingnizhed
haftare toucking the ground, Calonel TATES ginted that he wae ob Flaghwdy
250 a% this time, nser a railroad and sepamited from the vicinlily whers
na ?amernis were landing 2y & fense, Colaneal TATES 414 ngt croges the
Tamces or invegdlZmie Iuiriasr,

5. Colonal HATAS advlized that op alther 3 ar 4 Jovembsr 1L OHE,
an 2azaln on 2% Novanber 1943, he ovserved two alailar vhansasna as des-
Criiad nrsviovaly. Thans o‘oﬁemtiong weares in ths ssme 7vicinily o7 ihs
yrizinal phenswens on iizhwey #00, nsar Vauzhn, Jew Hsxico, All ‘hras
Y haas ineldenis ceoirred A% anorwxinately 2200 hwaurs, -ol. I2T3S

MW&P&:MM.MM %ln qu‘ N




also advisged that ag far &z he Ihew Ip WWuUvers were Lelng held hy the

Jational) Guard or the Aseerve nl e in Hew Maxi o,

o Celonel HATIS dld net revors any of these incldensm, oud upon re-
seiviag infermation ¢f similar occurences having been ehgerved, did
miuntesr the informetion evntalned in this reperd,

7.  Ga 9 Deconber 1948, Dy, LINCOLN LA PAZ, Direcissr, Insidiute
of Meleoxitics, University of Jew Mexice, Albufuerdus, New Vexico, was
interviewed in his office By Special Agent MELVIN X, NEZF, Dr, 1A PAZ
nrodiced his credentials which indlcated that during the 20d ¥oxld War
h9 wag Technical Director, Opersiions Analysis Section, Hy,, 2nd Alr
Torce, and is closely fsseciated in an official cavaaity with Dr, A, 3,
LAJDS3ERG, Axecnitive Dirscior, Commitise on Geophysice and CGeograohy,
Ragearch 2nid Develspuent Bcard, Psntazon, Washingten, D, ¢, In connse-
Hon with thie cavaecl ty he has & gescret and & fev secrasd ¢lenranens by
the Ay Matsriel Command, Wright-Patisrgon Alr Forus Dage, Ohie.

S Dm, LA JAZ expisined the Dahavier of meiscors and gisted
thay thess phempmend Deing inveetl zated could 26t s aiviainzned or hHe
considersd ae motesrs, 2 adviged, in viaw of the uneaxplained HMemphia,
Tannesses, inaldeni, the ecourrence at Iog Alawns, New Mexies, and the
proclali med meterri tgp Fall in Dgedisa, thatl hag nst heen sxplained, thal
3 preseni phenomans shauld be msadgnhd and an aftept De nade sy
1&&5%1.!}' them,

D 0}1 13 Deasnbay 1948, Dr. L PAZ gave 2 atsternont conceming
an insident, which he wiitnsssed &% 9:0% p.m,, on 12 Dacexber 1048, Dy,
Jus PALYg sntmm’e iz insclseed 28 Tnacl., s, _1 .

10 Oh. il December 19h8 Major WILLIAK P, GODSOR, Din Aywy Ilalson
Intellizenee O0fficer, Sandia Bage, T Merloo, advised S/A, ¥, 6, NEIF,
that theds werw Dp maNuvers in thig ares, and no euwperireanis i*r?alving
hs nse of ruckels o Tiaree,

11. On 12 Decambder 194, Col, HAROID A, FUNF, Bage Commander,
Xirtland ~ix Force Base, Eiritland Msld, Nar Nexice, was intervi swed
by S/A MELVIN 3, NEIF, Col, GUNN adviged that he knows of uo 2erial
nanuyers, and feels that in the evenid thai there wers, he would Ye S0
2dvised,

12, OB 7 December 1348, 3/ H3RMAN 3, MUNZ0Z, reverted fiom
J1lliamg &lyr Mxs Sass, Chandlaer, Aizona, thas Alr Porce C-df, Mamber
ATLSS2Y. was vilosed by Cavtain A, GQADR, AD-5R487, ™M co-wiled was
dotarsd ned o be Majer 2, M, CARIIR, A0-40T76T, and shs Flizh i Znginser
wag 4/ 3g%. R. G, WALION, AR-299730 -~ (unknown in its snmiiredy), All of
‘"3 Anve personnal were Tevoried o Hs nmermanenily stationed 2% 3andslon
Alr Inrem 33se, An sateale, [aksas, and wers saronia TMma 3/n Anwonio,
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Tozma, W illiame My face Jase, Arizona, Jixemit and sraw asparved
e Mather Aly Foxes Dage, Taliforia, Lefore an inlervisw ~ould e ~ne
natad.

LT SASTA TR, NEW MIXICO

13. On 8 Decambar 1948, Captedn X, X, MILLIEE New Xarices Stata
Palice, State Pellce demdgnariars, ilgaway 55, Aanva Je, Jdew Hexicn, vas
In%erviswed Tafarsnce possills nrevious *smorts spoaeexning maun.l aaxial
sasoomens, Tlarss, lights 1la the sky, ste. Captain [IILIAR z%ated no ro-
;t:r-%n dkd Doen recealved Dy aia ofTice from any of the ('ate nlieo

Mmidoned thmughound thas staits of Now Mexd 20,

SOT3:  Captein MILIIR stated that he would repord any (asidents e f" i
e v the tase Palise OfMce in AL Juguargue and recusst that they con-
et the OXflies 01 Opeadal Investizallons, lrdland Ay Unree lase,

Ixtland 71ald, Tew toxizn,

L4, On 3 Dscembey 1 41&5 My, 4, d. JLOCK, Torest Dunervisoy, Santa
Ja llasiensl Ibrexd, Federal Courd llomse Suwilding, Jsava Je, Taw Hexion,
was Lntervieswed rersrensge Noszille praviong resoards oo ncerning unusual
;,:'snd&l uhamomens, Jlayes, 1li3h$s in She sky, ote, My, 104X 3jated ithay
g And recalred a0 reparie of insidenis 5Y thage Tywes Mring the currend

mr* howeveyr, in e mmmar of 1947, 2 wunan naned <INENIRASARENIN
w. ianta Ts, Jew Hexico, had reporisd unvsmal asrial

mani Tsawdilionsg W him on smmerous em:agions. HIre, w*,. 23 *-'ri 23
And her Dugband wares nxypeciinzg arouznont the Stats o7 Tow f aricn, and
cn 4% lated Jive ¥ lersnt oéeasiones, urTing a neriod oF fi‘m 10 uix
rosice, Nrs, gl had viad ted Mr, TLOCK and reveried having sbserved
yasease wmndlch she degsarided as Delng "cigure-saaped wi h 3 zlowiag tip

n Mg aky., e nfmmetion was availadlas as Se the al it nde, zizas,

speed, or frequeiey of hese o0bjects. lrs, AV ;:ated that she had
*‘::-ermnnll? ohearvad thess ndjeats fion Tlarra Amarilla, liew feaxies,
‘e Aamos, ew dexico. Hrs. NNNMEE 13 belisved o havs coniagied the
+ild sary seemy iy perscmnel 2% lsy Alanog Atonic Inerey Cowmsd ssion (LIAD)
castallation, ana alsg Lo AAvs mnitaated the Govsrsoy of Jlew Hexior Yee
Jarsnce aor s bservationa, I% 13 2% Deliavad that Mrs. N 5 now

15, Hr, TIOCK a3tated thay hs had alaried ais Threst 3angers W
vateh for mmasual ligh$s or 9djects in the gy, tut o data had recsived
" reporss foms them, Hr, TIOCK rscommendsd dhay WILLIAM DEATHARD,
rast JAnNZer, Las Tagss, 38 mnRceigd oy A Tanert 37 mesidlia agtivi iloen
2 onla naturs 0 ha _Aa [(assag Ayes,

'rvtvl't}—lrl ¥ e =N

303z e, TLOCK me nmmsually Mmonarailve md secuyl tr-mnsdisnug. AW,
N0K s%ased nas he weuld dizersetly alari his Rangers 22aiz and havs
4 Pene P Y9 2im all insidante oY this natrs ‘mmadiazsely. N228 7o
,ougm 11 A tranami S3ted In mra %0 ths 2Vl za a7 Tnesial nvaayl zasliona,

rlana i@ Varne Jasa, (ixvlana M ald, Taw ‘avico, e, TNCX gtnted
cmy A @ MNI3 He Tiad O CcoTEeEraAte Y TermliTuing asmopar's Ol Fels

e | ¥ e o : rapys iy in
P4~ 57 Special Mvestigations to naxke n3e 90I LemPOoIal inacnive

‘ra howers, or Tanger stations, upon request.
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AT LAS VZGAS, NEW WEXICO

1. On 8 December 15.8, lir. latt O'3RITN, Chiasf of Police, Sixth
and University, Las Vegas, New Ie'xiuo, was interviewsd z*mmrenre raports
>f unusual aerial phenomenon, Chiel O'3RIEN stated that he had receivred
o revorts of this nature and added that this wag the {irst he had heard
of vossible occurrsnces in the vicinity of 1as Vegas. Chiaf O!'3RIEY recone
mended that NOLAND UTZ, State Police, on duty in Las Vegas, oe contacted,

2. On 8 December 1548, Patrolman JNOLAND UTZ, liew Mexico State
Police, San figuel County Court ipuse (01ld Town), Las T=gas, llew Jlexico, was
interviewed raference rerorus on unusual aerial Thenomencn. .Ire UTZ shated
ne had recelved no reports of this nature and added Lnhat only on one
necasion ’lad he overheard a conversation about aerial lares in tihe nelzhlore
nood of T vegas, Thilis convs "sa_u..... n occurred during a meeting of several
“Pfo-umnt agents and I&r, UI'Z stated he had no idea who had mentioned Tae
subject, r. UTZ gstated if he received reports of this Tyre he would repor
same to the proper Federal agency., Ilr. UTZ said that possibly a ma n 'Lamed
2H0USE® wno was ilying a plane "Lova.l‘l_y and deing advertising *"'i th a loud
sheaker atitached to the plane could throw some lizhi on the flares :t’.'?.aLned
to have been asen in the vicinity of L-‘::s Vazas e«

3. on § December 19,3, lirs JCSHEPH MRSHALL, 0Office ljanagsr, Las
Jazas Yiying Service, Watson Alrmort, lNast (ounbty Road, Las Teuas, lew
Jexico, was interviewed refarence reports of Jlares ooserved al night in
the vicinily of las Vegas, Irs. MARSHALL stated that she was the wifa of
J*"in:‘PFI JAPSHALL, Owner of Tas Vegas 'Fi‘ly'ing Sarvice, ir3, HARSHALL stated
wnat Hhusiness ras unusually slow at the Watson Alrvorn, due Lo the heare
asolismment of tralning of student pilots under the G.[. 2lll. Mo lying
3 condueted at nizsht from this air £ield. s, MARSHALL added *'ha pogsie
; Ly information could be ootained Irom the local newsvaper office and added
“hat she had heard no renorts on lares in the TAa3 Tegas area,

-
3
R

'h

HOTD: contach was not nade with the local newspaper dus %o a desire of
eeping publicivy about this investigation to 2 ninimum, |

e On 8 “acmber 1948, re Je Do MIILFR, Chief Aireraft Copgmunica-
or, Department of Commerce, Civil Aercnautics Admindstration (hereinafiexr
roefarred Lo as C..A.A.), Box 1029, ¥unicipal Alirvort, las Vegas, New Mexico,
a3 Interviewed rsierence prossible prsevious reveorts of unusual aerial
~hnenomenon. I, HLILER 3tated he had heard of no incident prior o this
interview and added that he mas very much interested in evanis ¢if this
rature. Hr. MITLER 3tated he had received no Information from any aircrald
on 5 December 1258. A checlkt 07 the CuJl.A. records for *this date verifiad
mis 3tatemen® v, TY.FEA 35a%ed Shat heginning ‘mmediately ne would alar
i3 Alircrafs omunica. wrs o revor® Dromptly incidenms o7 this nature <o
im, These reports would in Turm be reported o tne Orflice oI Swnecial
nvestizZations, Xirtland ATS "ii:.*“t.l.;md Fiald, Z’iﬂw Mexico, If the reports

Al Dy

- —— le ' . . - - - - - . -1 —. vy <
sTear o necessitate ’f*meuia 2 LOVesTizatlve 3cTion, 3 I2rort willl D& made
Lr . : i - o ey 117 - ¢ > i 4 - - ';- ’ "-: ‘ "-1 - - .
‘acitral agent residing in 1as V2gas, Ir. MTLILIFR requested that four o




r ‘,I !:ulhﬁ_u }F‘:E.. '. rea . ) ! o :. A
‘ﬁﬂfﬂ? ’ e PR piry t":"
nis six Aireraft Commmicators, on duty at time ’J - interview, e intelr=
viewed collectively and informed briefly of the type of r2rorts desired
and the necessity for reporting such inclidents 1“'“164113. Wly to llr. MILLER.,

5« On 5 December 1948, &, JORN J. MEMMAN, . X. Ce IRANCIS,

e Ue To ?ICP', and e U :l- wq, A*"‘C al't Ol ll‘lun'i“"m‘“‘”j el sl e
. ni:‘i'aal Alrpord, Las Vegas, N ml' ecrico, were interviewed collscuively and
nlfomeda of the invesitization tCeing condncted relatlive To unusual aerial
?;:'a-:snomna.. None of theose men had raceived previous reporis of this nature.
1Ll 0of these men agreed to maintain this information on a disc
and 10 _...andle the information as Deing highly classilled, e
‘{_f"'“’""‘l""'ﬂd o these four commmicators to briaef the two communicators absent atb
wiis Time Telsrence fthe Information desired. The o men &abds
33 '-‘.‘::"... IXWIN L. MERICLE and Mr. ROBERT L. BISH. 'f“ue fonr communicators ine

verviswed stated that the only night flying at tw :.:.c:i,..aal Alroort, 1As Vegas,
wag L7 the two commercial airlines Jocated therss ™ Ploneer Adirlines and
continantal Alrlines. IU was tointed out that a Ire LLOYD ""’s?"mt_., DO Y
‘Bnazer of A flying school located on Municiral Alrvort was not licensed %o
maic3 4aaht t‘:...i hts ana was nNow ?.""""‘Ori,aed O T‘JPI"LL 6t his students o .t':..‘_;' =y
. ::1‘!'., Lh was {urther noted that ir. WOCPRCW HCOUSE, owner of a Piper 3uper
Crudsger used for advartizing ourrossas 1.:1 the vicinlily »I Tas 72g8as, was nov
Licens ﬁd to I'ly ad night,

hE |
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ont ware Jisted
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6. On 8 D= em’ber 1948, *r. DILLY R. WATSCN, Manager, Pioneer Alrlines,
adipal Alrport, las Vegas, lew fexico, was interviewed reafarence raports
onur :1311&_1. aeri.al whnnornenon. Mr . WATSON was ma,ez“ri awed in his hone,

215 Tomrth Street, as Vagas, New Mexico, and stated that with the sxcevtion
7 4 pumor Prom one of his Ploneer pilots g,;;r,“) he had heard of :
-*3'1.1. incidents regarding Iflares or ligh%s in the sky in aind around the

T25 7ogas ared.  fr. VATSON stated that he would stay on the alexrt in an

3 ;*P“'ni' o zather amy future information from pilobts or crew members of
lonesr Adrlines, Hub added that he did not feel lilike conilding in hls Two
233is5ants, aince they were very youthful and wonld m%oubnedly disclose
*w*amtion regarding this investigaition. Mr., TATSON stated + at a Mre We Re
| uﬂm, nomas address, 1001 Sixth 3treet, Las Vasas, lanager o7 Contlnental
Lirlines was presently ont of town but was due e mmiturn on riday,

] J December 1948. ¥, WATSON, upon bheing requested o Jlo 30, stated he
vould disereetly bhriaf r. %COVFRAN as te the nature of reports desired, and
-';on...d impress Mr. MeGOVERY as to the confidential classification of +his L e
vagtization, Mr. WATSON concluded by stating thalt any information he obiained,
.::-:nd infornmation ootained by Mr. McGOVERN, would e revoried %o &, MILLIR of
DA sde Z0r sanbsequent transmittal to the proper investizative agency,

“‘5

- 4

\

, m 3 Decempar 19h3, M, FILIIAY 3 ﬂ...,...L ARD, Ranger, 3anta Fe Jational
o omgn Service, f=2aeral oS8T Ffice Milding y LA3 Tezar, ‘lew 'BXico, W3S D=

arriewed refarence rossible previouns ravorts of unusval 2arial Dhenomenon,
S— - -y "-'l “ % d . » " "'- . -:h - > " ’ ) . _' " : _: - on o adn s ;.-
8 A TNARD stated thath at 1o T1inme in tae past 3ince nis assiznment Lo

o

— : i . “» b y i
23 72zas in Tsbrary 1948 had he received any revord or ohgervadi 2ny incident
srarding occurrences of this natur=s. 2, ".'”"i: \DIARD zala ns would repors any
' - b 4 L - . -d % P -y = ¥ B Sl D e e e & . n -
1 tnre incidents of this oType To lir. "TOCKX in Santa s, TorT Tnenens TEAns-—
e i *-. -;«. - - s — e -
Al A the ‘rvrese-sirative wency nnnarned.
ARG iy "
2y :"‘*I.*i. ‘H.r-t"i o
W A




' | * .| - ‘“
. T A A, k
R j;'llf : ‘i . L

¥

PN v

"\ - ’ : ; x
f\ A i LJANAA S A ‘.JO (" , * .

This is a2 joint investization conducted Ly« niReree

At 17L5 on g ‘;:ncemoar 1943, Syupai iR, oth
rated Dilots, toox oif from 1;..‘:.:""'"" nd Alr orce Ease, AlDugquerque, llew Mexico,
:1.:' a Ty Tyve dim:a:. be AL 1333 while flying at an indicated altliude of

-Ill-

11,500 feat, mean sea level, agproxiaately 5,000 feet above lerrain, a

3 .:.'*angs phenomenon "ms aoesarvmx. ’L".‘:‘:.f,- exact position of The aireral® at the
time ol the observat Horth = 1C4° 51t West, aporoximately
Cwant 5y (20) miles east oi‘ the Las Vegas, New \Jexico, radio range station. AY

the time of the observation the aircraft was ]:f‘._ng, on a4 compass course of
500, , the indlcated alrw-speed was one hundred sixty (150) miles per hour and
e ground speed was approximately one hundred ninety miles per lour.
a3 I:Ting S p._a.D s and seated on the latft gide of e ¢
was flying as co=nilot and was seated on the right

.. e CockpPlbe - firsat obsexrved the nhennmenon and & SOLl%
R W second later saw it. AT an 2stimated al Jitude o.f.‘ 2 3 0CO
v > .uat higher than tu 16 airplane or 13,500 feet above mean sea leval a brilliant

- i E] o1 - | -F
dﬁb -

-

\f e creen liZht was ovbserved coming toward the airwiane at a rapid rane ol speed
O < .‘J'.'l"‘:.“om approximately 30° to the lait of course, from 60° WE, to 2LOY TSW.

b The object was similar in appearance to abumning green lare of common use

' la e Alr forces., lowever, ihe 1izht was much more intense and tue ject
appearsd - to he considerably larger than a normal {lare. lio - _stimats can, e
nade of the diztance or the size ol the o0dject since no owher opject was 7isl-
olea upon which to Dase a comparison. 7The object was dafinitely larger and
more orilliant than a ghooting star, neteor or flares, Thse trajectory of the
otject when firsd sizhted was almost flat and sarallal o the earia. I2e
___..,..:.;..aomenon last approximately two (2) seconds at the end of which %he a0jecT

A

saemed to oarm out. The uwraj ecOTY then drovped off rapidly and a trail of
slowing fragments redadish orange in coloxr was observed ‘alline Toward the
""“mmd » The Iragunents wers visidble Ifor less .113'1 a 3scond Daelore Jdisaprear-
Lag. The phenomenon sas of such intensity as 5o be visible from the very
:..v.:'nem; 1% ignited and was cbserved a splib second later. It was not roesibla
* u Lhe phencomenon 0o nave been vizible for longer than a svlit second bhefore

serration.

\CHI S e ey o _
i ! & i " & "_-_I _' 1_ 2
5 i 5 ~ . "

Heather atn "“li,ght altitnuds was as followssy Ceilling 'nmllinited, visi-
Y QA :n..nimmn 0f seventy-{ive (75) miles, the wind, 30 miles per hour

0ili<
from 310° ., The moon, in the first half, was approximately half way to iis
iy > 3 - W Wl ‘; v O courssea, gy ..-.' S ¥ 003

zenith and ou‘:.h, the righ T course The 1815 weather observation

at Las Vegas, New Mexlco, was clear, 30 miles visibilily, ,em“era*urﬁ 309,

Jus point 179 , the wind from the NE at 6 miles per hour, *he altimeter
ahting 30,06 inches of mercwmry. After the negurrence “he aircraft mi.nm
1 sae same vieinilty Tor avoroxdimately one and sns-nall tovrs oun o TirTner

nenomeSnda vere onNsarved.

i . - ‘ . - a0 R o ? % MY e o — - " . ‘:' . .
o 9 Dacsmper I)Lo.. Special Agsnt 3TAHL acgomranied v 2 crew chias
g Y . .

.

e . -~ ' "‘;" ot JP* ""'"'"-1 "“ : " ¥ — . : H.: o -y ‘*-‘ Y -n--fr - Sy . e B Tl "l'l""f‘- 5““ - --1 -i
0K oXL Arom Kirniand Al Force 2ase 3% lLo35 ana 113w Lo The Aarea wne.

1enomenon N&d sean oosarved Ltine dreviouns ovening., L carefl searech o the
~~ain, Doth wher? “he Dhepmmenon 7as onsarved z2nd '‘n the direcisn ITom




whish it had appreared, mas made. The terrain is barren and rough, and

4 .
' d
T

scarred Ly mmerous drvy washes and shallow samyors. Two or three widely
cevarated builldings, apparentlj small ranch nouses were noviced in the area,

7% aprears that the land afy be used for lixlited catilae ralsings. There are
o Indications of crvlilvation.
saveral hJours after sunset Hub no further menomcmn VA3 umervai. ™

roather condliiions aw flif;ht altitudse ®Ir'e ai5h scattered cirrus clounds above

ne alroraflt remined Ia thae visinity Tor

25,000 feet and visibllity In excess of 110 milas,

tn 11 Dacegber 1543, A, m. security Revre-

sentastive, Sanala Tase, gave Special Agemt NIEF the lrllowing niatement

SLATEmens

s evening of O Jecemper 19438, T abserved a

sky almosh :J..“‘ec ..17' averhead at Zandia Base,
o8 i S8 o =% m.J vest on o) o el8e s and aad '"3(';3 The-
Shevls :ffafi,__.m 2% *he .min S%¥reet, The lare avpeared in the npper right hand
corner of the windshield of the car sllighily %o the ncrthwast.

Tae lare wag approximataly chne-uhiz ea dlapeter 5 Lhe roon and A
alichd areh ensugad Jallling Trom east Lo west. ;:;‘ Tianing tail arppeared o
during t} whe The antirs rhencmencn Lasted -__ms...,.;...,l" Smo o chrse sdeconds

SRR -
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Sandia ase

TCLOSTRES
--:“ 11‘ .
Liase

am 00, KIRTLAND ASR;

ER R L el e ]

S 3 ement of Dr. LIDNCOLN IA PAZ dated abt ilbuguerque, isw
axies, 13 December 1543,
FOR 8I, H, WASHINGTON, .G.: ‘

Sitned 3%z E of Ur. LINCOILN IA FAZ, dated at Alduguerque, lNew
exico, 13-December 1948,

TOR DO #1.0, BELLY AF3;
Tiimed suatement of Dr., LINCOIN 1A PAZ, dated at ilbuguerdue, Hew

Jexico, 13 December 1948,

FOR mem AFB DET: | _ | 3
Jizned ztacement of Dr, LINCOIN 1A PAZ, dated 3% Albuguerqus, oW
axdico, 13 Tecember 19h3,

. WALXER AFB DET;
Jigned statement of Tr., LINCOLN LA PAZ, dated a% Albugnerdiie, sSw
X L0 . 1.} acempD s _,:...‘::Jq..aﬁ
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DISTRICT OFFICE #17, KIRTLAND AFDB LINCY AQC -1

AT SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Will Interview Mrs. M, reference reporte

made Dy hexr to Wre FLOCK, Forest Suwperwisor, Saula e National Forest; during
the summer of 194T. Any recend activiities concerning aerial phenomenon ©bw

served Ly lirs. JEEPvil). be cbtained,

&T LOS ALAME, NEW MEXICO

Will dnterview the Ghia.f of the Security Sectiony, lIos Alamos Atomic
Energ Commission installation reference reporte made to that organization by
Mrs. W 1947 and possibly in 1%h8. Will further ascertain
from the of Security if any other reporie of unusual aerial phernomenon
have Deen reperted to the Tos Alamos Atomic Inergy Commission installation.

AT WALAER AlIR FORCEH BASH
E e bt = b e . -

Will <stermine 1f that base has been engaged in any maneuvers involwv.
ing the use of any asrial flares or simllar devices.

AT HOLLOMAN ATR FORCE BASK

O, DT O TT e, bl N R o NTIIR Se  S iC he h SRAT. r al TTONA SR et T

wWill detem:lna 1f that base has been angaged in any maneuvers 1Luvolve

ing the use of any a.er:!.al flares or similar devices.

DISTEICT OFFICE 710, SAN SAN ANTONIOQ, TEZXAS

AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

W11 incerview Captain Gosde, iljor Carier and J/Sg"* Falton concerim..
Ing the Tlaresy mesieors or rnenmomedon odbserved Oy them at Ias Vsgas and oh
the castern slope of the 3andia Buntains, New Mwexico, on b Decembex 1918;
wnils anmues Irom Lowry AFS, Dmer, Colarsas, to Wllliams AFD, (‘hancﬂer,
ArizZopa.

17 T, PASO, TEXAS

Will determine whether or not Biggs AFD has been engsged in zerial
maneuvers lrvelving the use of aerial flares or similar devices.

- PENDING -

il _r"\l" -mﬂ,_'-__-. F 2
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IICTOSTER YO, 1 TO INVISFIGATIVE RUPORT #2483, 174k, DISCRICT DSL.

Qapext on incident of 1948, Decsmber 12, “h, 2n, 4 %0%,, see from
Starvation Pesk (Bernal), New Mexice, (Avpraeimiely 15 milee sevth and
3 mi)les wvent ef Lag Vogss, Jew Mexico,
28 vreiaced Wi U & glatenment o f
the fast thet deginning on evening of Decambeoy Yk, and ae¢ 2 dlreci r0-
mlt of the conforence hald en afternoon of Desembder 9th with 3/A Melvis
Ly, Teel, the writer Began aystematic observa®  nas ¢f the Cominid meteonr
sover, the only ons of the rscognized anmal metesr showers active ald
thiz ¥Mxe, In snite of the qui e umngual natore of the odwervaiion re~
poried %o me by 3/4 Neef (and of aimilar observeaiions made knewn tc me
at ihe confersmce ealled by Cel, Doyle Heea on Dscember l1lth), I 7213
corialin that the odservsd phasnomand somehow mugt De connegcted with ihe
Caminid metesre which redch thelr meyimmm actlviily belwecn Deserndar 104h
and 128, tmt are Trejuently zesn 1n conszldereble musherg 8¢ sarly as
Dacsmber 3 - I, However, visgual obscrvations nade bealween the gvening
of Decemdexr Gth and the morning of December 12th only served %o confirs
a alatenent made on Decezdber Gth %o /4 Ugef, viz., ihat ibs Geudnids
ars net gne of the shewere proaieing mmwders of sxirsmely Drighi fire-
balla (of alse Fletchier Waigon, Batwesn the Planets, Harvard 3ooxa en
Actlon Sevies, p. 130 (1941)), and that T did not rsesl]l ever having seen
a crsen Gesinid fireball al theugh dlnish and hluish white Ceminid had
occasionally Neex nsied., This laiter Impression was chesked after my
obaervatisns of Decanber 9 - 12 wers coupleted Ty an analysis of the
colors agelgned Lo 211 meteors Doth Gewinid and nen-Geminild hat I have
oDgerved doring periods of Genimd d acllvity sinee Decamber 1, 1915,

A total of Y14 such mstesrs had color reporied and nons of thase wore
tatulated g ol ther Zreen or Zrsanign.

#ith e abeve preface, T procesd o an acesunt of the Iincident ¢f
Dacesder 12, Sherfly Sefere 9 on the evening of thiz dete 2 staflfl cax
dziwves by Lit, 2llan Uleyk gf Sandia Sase laft Las Tezae heedsad for Sanis
73, Clarxi had ag pesgengers Majer C. L, Phillips and ths mndiersizned.
Phiilive wes in the dack sent and I wag in the vight frynd sest, Just
bafore recahing Sernal, Ner Mexice, the car pacgzsd thrgnzh & mut and séne
sul ok & dowr zlosne facing svpreximetely westwerd, On enercing from thiz
cnd & cgleax vigw te the mzht teward the norid and nerthwest was allo rdad.
I vag waitahing the sy a8 1 hed bHeen ainee darkness fall and »ny atientisn

was directed ¢ an area aboul 178 wssid of I-Oyzni whaen, by indirect vi-

don [ tessme awarse 97 3 Tery orighd zreen Tall {avesrani ansmlar dlameter
51) to the vizhs of the aree in the center or oy fisld of 7isw, moving
Trom est o wead vsry low on ths hoxrizsn, Jarkinz ay oyes o the miznt
aad poinsing with my rizh$ hand I shounted, "look®, Tour #izes., (Ths Tasi
“hat I poind and rspeaied the word !} iimes haa hesn checksd Dy Dotk of ny
conanlong and reenacsiment of ny mo3lons and spessh, timsd Dy an ZFlzia AT
Tiomwanten wlthin Fm ar¥iasr ths nemand of 2vosarancs o7 tha zesen Ddall,

P aned 2easnres of he daraaisn of nls irseall. ranging Iom 2,0
saconds ¢ 2,5 seconds,
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Inal, Jo, 1 to Invesiigstive Repord #20-3 (Jont)

De pata of ths @‘am ball was alnost ex2eily horizontal (AL Yude
extimmsad as enly 3 or 4 degrees) mnitil Jjust a tenth of 3 seesnd or so
bszora 1% dlsappeared. During the lass one sr fwm tenths of & gecond of

‘8 TiaidMlIity & silisnd but dedinl te curxvature downward develered In iis
pasth, Trem the very begirming the ball wes very arizhs, frnadiadts com
pari sen with Sexius (8t & much greater altitude than the grcen £ redall)
indicates $hat durinzg all bBot the 12st oneg or two tanihs of 2 second of
the firedallly vielbility 1% wag 2t loast of apparent nesznd tude -4 (mdnvos
four), Just &s carveturs in its o paih devealeoped the ma:mi tude of the
fireball rese elightly and 1% droks up inte three or four smallsr, bul

g%ill brlgh,t men frs@enn mm dinap'amed. a.l.mon ing antly,

Lt 01&:&' nbpped. e wz* ﬁw morent the firevall diszvpestred, spun .

1% around and drove Dack Inis tho sul; then tuyned 2nd parksd a2t the

gxAct noint vhere I Tiret velled "T.zoea“t‘“. dere he Line ag. rerd lsmedistely
from a whatsh T had set &t noon on Jecember 12 wiith the mesiey ddgdde in
e Santa Fe RE Staitison &% LAg Vegas, Yow Mexlee, wag 91\. _jm., ag NEATLY
as could de determninsd, Azsuming that Clarkls mannvers with the car ook
Detwesn half & wipnte and & mimite and a half {he actval tims of apuvearence
waa Detwean Sh, 1lm, 0s, and 9k, 2m, 30s. - Y Belisve the oarlier of theze
timeg 13 the mere prodenis.

A% the pelint where L3, Cl2axk stepped an army wae scwmiched in ths
anonl der of the recadway direcied toward the polnt where thse green firsball
A sappeared 2nd whil e maks were used to Dorder thle arrow, VWhileg per
Somuing thig opersticon 2pd Jop many mimfes L heredltar we stocd eulglde
ths car and llstened Ilor unsigeritie detonailions ox rumblinge, ot a¥bgolu-
‘-"‘al;r no thing wes hesrd, (There wis ne aupreciadle inlferfsvsvce from

i no:tﬁq) : A ' '

Al a‘ppmﬁd\y 9¢+50 ‘p.m,, we recziesed ‘&w st=ff car and Arove
 2irxad to Saatd Po {(wiers ve futily atiespted t0 2ot in toudh with nighd
marde o daty &t New dexlox Stxde Pxizen 4ixn e deope of o3talning an
Aadds Henal 1%ng o sizh¢t to the point vhere ths Zraer H2ll had diseu -
peared); and $hem tc Log Almuce where I reperied o Col. Ceryrell and other
securd 3y afifieialg wist we had cbgerved., Through $elr 21d 1§ was detarn-
o ned thet vasd waz unquesiionalbly the same green bell seen Dy ve had alu
bean odeerved ’by at lsest {we of e nizht gnards et Ig sz Alemes,

During: ﬂu entire nighd oi' e 12, melascrs of all nagni tudes fm
Tha Pivret doothe PL0%h and of varicus colors (with wbite and yellow vre-
lominating axdé with no svidence of Zrsen) wers cccasionally zeen amanab-
ing Trom ithe Geminid Tedilsns., T™is vadiant was wsll abovs the harizon
z7zn 2% the-time of tha 3%arvation Pk Incidens, Ueonssquenily, theo aD-
naran’i pathg of the meftsors from the radiant avpearsd 3s 1lUnpinous Arcs
0?2 zroat ciroles dlverzing from the radlant noint and paseing downward
ta lasersest the hoxizon tnder anzl ss always larze and Tar he nost nari
& mm-’:s.ain.g 3¢%, in valnes., 12 the snarpest oatrass, ihs naith of the
ot A% zrwen fireball sesn IIom near Starvaiison Psak wae vsry nearly, 17
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a8 oxeelly, DA % ‘e hovison, Thils green {ireball ceytainly 444
5% ceanets fme e Jandnid yadisnd,

adjeud W zavery that 2 new Demeduixid) medeoris mdélsat
and Yeing ramemsus veory Wil firetells of 4 7ivid zvees wlay (deonay
and rsher than the Zrsen of %he deagon a8 Tig Jew munialpal Aderd
smuih of Sunte Fe, Jer Haxioe) hasg stddenly decmne aciive during e
first half of Desmder, 1 am now convineed he varlong “gresn Flare®
Incidenis rapertad % e 0.3.1, are tof »etmric In nalire,
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