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- SUBRCT  [letallurgical Analysis
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FROM DATE COMMENT NO.

e LCAEX MCIAXS 1

It is requested that the necessary metallurgical analysis be performed on

the atilached sample.
Jo HELSTRELT, JR.

t Colonel, US:
Chief, Technical analysis Divigion I 2g8
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TO: MCIAXS From MCREXM | 2 November 1G.49 Comment No. 2

”

1, The submi tted sample was a cast aluminum alloy of ordinary commercicl
qual ity. It was a sand casting, end probably nade from a material equivalent to
Alcoa 113 alloy. Microscopic investigation revealed the casting to have a consider=-

able amount of scattered porsity. The outer layers of grains were partially
recrystaliized indi cating that the part was subject to fairly high terperatures

at its surface.

2. A deposit vhich appeared to be grayish tlack covered both surfaces of the

sarple. The d eposit on one side was in waves such as would occur if hot “smke”
gases passed over it at high speeds. The deposit was gray in color vhen separated
and powdered. X-ray diffraction metlonds revealed that it conteined one crystel.iine
material, CaCO3z, vhile spectrographic tests indicated that the metallic elements

in the deposit were principally Ca, with major emounts of Al, Ci and Lg. Corrosion
spots were present at scattered places on the surface.

3« An epproximate spectrographioco analysis of the base mterial of the casting
was made. The elements found, including 211 the trace elements,were:

Al matrix Zn, Sn, Mn 0.01 - ,10%

Cu l - 10% Bi, Ca 0.02 = 0.,2%

Fe 0.2 = 1,0% Pb, Ni . 0.05 = 0.5%

81 1.0 - 20070 ﬁ. 00001 @ 0001%

Mg 0.02 - 0.10% Traces Ge, Be, B, Vy In, Li, Co, Ag, Sb
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE FILE NO. DATE
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 24_24 14 Se t 1949
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS g e e sm—— -- -—__—L___ a
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION LOUIS H. COLEMAN
TITLE REPORT MADE AT =% M e G i
SIGHTING OF FLYING DISC DO #9, Barksdale AFB, L&,
(Fragment of Metal found PERIOD |

on Canal and Bourbon Street 15, 19, 22 August 1949
Intersection, New Orleans, L& )| OFfficeoF oRiGIN

on 13 August 1949 DO #9, Barksdale AFB, La.

STATUS

CLOSED

| ——— .—lJ— - — o e ———— TR e . il mem = s = = e —

CHARACTER

 SPECIAL INQUIRY = UNCONVENIIONAL AIRCRAFT

REFERENCE

None, This i1s an initial report.

SYNOPSIS

=

| On 13 August 1949, at approximactely 2145 hours, a metal
object allegedly fell to the pavement at the intersection of
Canal and Bourbon Streets in New Orleans, Loulsiana. This
object is ple~chaped apparently of a metal alloy construction.
The exterior 1is covered with a sooty substance while under-
neath the metal 1s of a silvery-gray color. Two (2) sides
of the object are rough, indicating that the metal may have
been broken from a larger plece. The rounced edge of the
object is apparently a finished edge. The object varles 1n
thickness from approximately one-eighth inch (1/8") tc one=-
half inch 2")e Witnesses to this incident were Patrolman
of the New Orleans City Police, NMr. diie

PR - L ' for the
Illinois Central Railrocad, and Mre. , News
vendor. Buildings in the vicinity of alleged incident were
examined with negative results to determine if the obtject
fell from a buildin ¢ ERVALS]

12 YEARS:
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DETAILS:

(NCLASSIFIED

AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA:

le On 15 August 1949, Mr. EGENEEENENNY S EERESNN

Street, revealed that he was on duty for the New
Orleans Police Department at approximacely 2145 hours, on

13 August 1949, at the intersection of Canal and Bourbcn Streets.
At this time, Mra« heard a sharp explosion and after a
lapse of five (5) minutes, a whirring sound which ended in the
clattering of a piece of metal to the pavement approximacely

ten feet (10') from where Mr. was standing. Mr.

- did not observe the object until it had struck the
pavement, at which time, he took the object 1nto custcay, and

aliﬁ ﬁe name of one (1) witness, a Mr. UGN o1 Gk

Street. According to Mr. YNMM™ there was no
evidence of exhaust or any odor connected witn the objecte

¥r. < described the whirring noise which he heard as
similar to a scream. Mr. dchecked buildings in the
immediate vicinity to ascertain if the object could have fallen
from one (l) of these pbulldings, but there was no evidence of
such.

Mr. NN turned this object over to 0SI Agents
and the object is now in the custody of 9th 0SI headguarters,
Barksdale Alr Force Base, Louisiana.

2. of MIPNRNNEN Stroct, Wb -

for the Illinocls Central Rallroed,
rovoalod on 15 August 1949, that on the night of 13 August 1949,
at approximately 2145 hours, he and his wife were sitting in

HI‘.

their car parked at the intersection of Canal and Bourbon Streets.
The

automoblile was parked approximately four i4‘ car lengths
from the place of the impact of the object. Mr. did not

"observe the object in flight, but did go to the scene as soon as
he heard the clatter of metai. on the sidewalk and saw the crowd

begin to gather. According to Mr, the first rerson who
noted the object was a news vendo at the intersection who wus

identified as Mtreet. Mr . .
d cab driver had observed the incident

related that an den

and wrged the news vendor ontact local newspapers and report
the "flying disc". Mr. a alsc stated that the policeman
on duty at the intersection was not aware of the object until

he wag called to the scene by a member of the crowd which gathered,

lr.? did not observe any smoke or fumes in the vicinity of
the pac

de On 22 August 1949, Mr. “M
Street, identified himself as the news vendor who had first

observed the object wnich struck the pavement on 13 August 1949,

Kr. N vas approximetely ten (10) to twenty (20) feet from
the point of impact and the object which narrcwly missed a

pedestrian. The object came from the air 1in a south-southwesterly

"~



Details, File 24-24 (continued)
iNC ASSIFIED

direction, although Mr. had previously stated that he
did not see the object until it had struck the pavement. A
number of pedestrians were at the intersection at the time and
a crowd soon gathered., Members of the crowd urged Mr,
to contact the newspaper and report the "flying disc"™ and a
member of the crowd called a policeman to the scene., Mr.

' ‘could offer no further information relative to the

object.

4, Buildings immedliately adjacent to the area at which
the object allegedly fell were examined by OSI Agents on 19
August 1949, It was ilmpossible to locate a source of the

object in any of the bulldings inspected,

S5« The object which was recovered by Patrolman NnGre
is a pile-shaped object apparently of a metal alloy construction.
The exterior is covered with a scoty substance while under-
neath the metal is of a silvery-gray color. Two (2) sides of
the object are rough, indicating that the metal may have been
broken from a larger plece. The rounded edge of the object
is apparently a finished edge. The object varies in thickness
from approximately one-eighth inch (1/8") to one~half inch

(1/2%).

It should be noted that the only positive information
indicating that the object came from the air was from Patrolman
I, which was reported in Paragraph 1 above. Contrary to
atrolman 4P®:s statement, the two (2) additional witnesses
reported that <Gl was not aware of the object until he
was called to the scene from his traffic duties after the dis-
covery of the object. Mr.. /NN, news vendor, stated that
he did not see the object until it had struck the pavement
and later stated that it had fallen from the aire.

INCLOSURES 3

FOR COMMANDING GENERAL, AIR MATERIEL COMMAND, WRIGHT PATTERSON
ALR FORCE BASE, DAYTON, OEIO:

Two (2) each photographs, four (4) views of objecte.

FOR HEADQUARTERS OSI, WASHINGTON, D, C.:
One (1) each of the above listed photographs.
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2,-2l,, 9th Dist 0SI, 1!, Sep L9 UNCLASSIFIER
Subjs: Sichting of Flying Disec

/AYRB

Keedquarters, 9th District 'S1 (IG), Barksdale AFB, La., 6 October 19,9

2d Ind

TO: Commending General, Air lleteriel Command, Wright-Patterson AFZ, Da:-ton,
Chio (ATTENTICON: MCIAXS)

Metal fragments mailed under separate cover, this late, in accordance

with request in above l:st Indorse.ent.
A.W[S,%.ZVJ
JCEN Ce KolZE:!UUN

Lt Colonel, UG:
District Commander

UNCLASSIFIED st




AN oot SIS

HERADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

Office of Special Investigations

i 9th O8I District

14 September 1949

e TS
SUBJECT: SIGHTING OF FLYING DISC
(Fragment of Metal Found
On Canal and Bourbon Street
Intersection, New Orleans, La.)
On 15 August 1949

SPECIAL INQUIRY - UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT

| TO: Commanding General

Alr Materiel Command
Wright-Patterson Alr Force Base
Dayton, Ohilo

le Transmitted herewith i1s Closed Report of Investi-
gation regarding above Subject.

2. 9th District 0SI does not contemplate any further

action in this case.

1l Incl: EDWARD R. FORD
Rpt of Invest (2) Ma jor, USAF
District Commander

2li-2l, (14 Sept L9) 1st Ind CQFP 2() 1040 ucI1AXS/GWT/ame

.

LV dZavinNsoe

Hq ANC, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio

i E__: TOs The Inspector General, USAF, 9th District Office of Special Investi-
: K gations, Barksdale AFB, la.

. | ot

R E.

- Request metal fragments mentioned in referenced report be forwarded
? i § 5 ; this Headguarters, attentionsy MCIAXS.

:E 3;32 FOR THE COLL{ANDING GENERAL:

-
Tael AW

M%:.’ e ep—agpip———
’énom E. WATSON OIFaes ‘

Colonel, USAF

1
Chief, Intellizence Department -
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