PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

Was Balloon
Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon

16 Jan 61 Southern Calif.
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
Local X Ground-Yisual 0O Ground-Rodor

CGMT 16/24007 0 AirVisval O Air-Intercept Radar

3. PHOTOS > SOURCE
0 Yes
X Ne Civilian

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

Was Aircraft

Probably Aircraft
Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomical ~ ETEO/C.

Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

Other '
Insufficient Data for Eveaeluation

Unknown

000 008 00O oOoo

e sec , 1 W
' |10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING I'm Port Huneme, Point Mg1l. COMMENTS Meteor sighting.
'| Santa Barbafegg shaped size of football,

blue irredesent color. Objt with long firey
red tail breaking up. Tail had white center.
Descending fm 60° elev in E to horizon in V.
ouration 2 sec,
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S0P PORT HUENEME-POINT MUGU-SANTA BARBARA AREA INST 3820.1
A. PROBABTLY EGG SHAPE ' SRS
 FOOTBALL SIZE
3LUE IRRIDESCENT COLOR
= ;
1/ A
e i _
' BARTS BRAKING OFF-LONG RED FIERY TAIL WITH WHITE CENTER
100" AT
| U?~! YNOWN 53
> A, SAW THRU WINDOW

._a.fst FROM CAMARILLO, CALIF. ANGLE ELEV 60 DzG

7? COG %
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‘NAVAL BIESSAGE 5.3'3331 ASSIFIED DIAYY DERPARTAIENT

PRECEDENCE (ACTION) | RELEASED BY DRAFTED 3Y EXT. RO.
PRECEDENCE (INFO) | ' '

C. BEHIND BLD@S, ANGLE OF ELEV 22 DEG, WNW OF CAMARILLO, CALIF.
D. DESCENDING FROM EAST TO WEST AT ABOUT 62 DEG .ANGLE. ‘

f'-'-\
e

_]
E. BEHIND VISIBLE HORIZON

A 2 800, - . e T e

3 A GROUVD VISUAL bt ey

Co N/A
_4. A. 16242232

3. LATE DUSK
5. APPROX POSIT-LATITUDE 34-12N LONGITUDE 119-2U

6. A. NONE-INQUIIRIES REFERRED TO USAF

B. SUDDRETH, J. M. ,LCDR, USN., PILOT, VERY RELIABLE _

7. A. SKY CLEAR, SMOKE LAYERS NV OVER MOUNTAINS UP TO 6222 FT. 1833U
PT MUGU OBSERVATICN . 1 _

3, 1623U POINT ARGUELLO OBSERVATION SURFACE 273/4 6223 FT-112/7 12222
FT-289/17 16099 FT 108/14 208200 F1-099/9 32222 FT-093/12 50908 FT-322/37

3928 FT-393/11 . _ ‘ ey
C. UNLIMITED

Do UNRISTRICTED
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Fo NONE | LA f‘mi
Fe NONE
- 80 '\JONE
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WAVAL [JESSAGE  UNCLASSIFIED . NAVY DEPARTMENT

PRECEDENCE (ACTION) | RELEASED BY - DRAFTED BY ~ | EXT. NO.

PRECEDENCE " (INFO)

-
9. NONE

1z. 3 JET ACFT, 2 SNB ACFT LOCAL AREA VFR FROM NAS PT MUGU
11. 0.0.D. NAS PT MUGU-PROBABLY A METEOR. OBSERVER STATED IT

DEFINITELY was NOT AN ACFT FLARE ‘ g.lf;h‘gj_'-;;z_~;;,;f¢;,.*f; 
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L LaEA PMALL OAU!ES m—mm IN CALI}‘GHIM In a vi&oly-publieized ,
incident laat January 16th, a brilliant fireball was seen by thousands of peo~
ple from San Dfdgo 1o San Francisco, and as far as 300 miles inland in Nevadas. ’

The object was in view about 18 seconds, and was du’cribed in many differ-
ent ways by the pecple who saw it., Inquiries fronp frightened citizens swamped
police and newapapsr awitchdoards throughout the area, Ths sighting brought
about a geries of panicliky reports that fires were raging in large portions ot
the stats, caused by falling embers, Other reports, all later provem false,
included f'indings of metal debris in varicus places. A rising tide of panic
ssemed (o overtake many generally reliabdle officials who were soon repeating
fantastie rumors. Omne version of the story wasz that the strange fireball had
crashed into a cdensely populated section of Hollywood Hills. The truth seems
to te that it either burned out in mid-~air, or else fell harmlessly into the

Pacilic Ccsan. - No .one 1s sure as to e ci.ly what the objoct vas, t.hou;LLt il
‘ umé. to have bf“n.mturcl in ori;in e m s ﬁ;-p o gt
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On Japuary 16, 1961 another so-ce.].led glant neteor frightened

!
i

thousands in California, The giant ball of fire trailed long multicolored tail

and left an eorie bluish light after glow in the same area, It alarmed thousands

of residents, alrcady edgy because of reccnt unexplained phenomena, It was
g

seen for 600 miles in Celifornia and at Las Vegas, Neveda, which is 300 miles

inland, Many reported that the object. didn't look like a meteor and that 1t

appeared to be climbing in the sky, instead of burning itself out,
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